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Molly McGuire

From: Heidi Behrens-Benedict <hbbenedict@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 3:58 PM
To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: The comprehensive plan
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• Dear Friends on the Mercer Island City Council ~ 
•  
• I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the 

designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial. 
•  
•  Why is this important to me? I've been attending Aqua Fit classes five days a week since I 

joined the J. When friends ask me why I've so happy about my membership, I tell them 
about how it feels to walk out of the dressing room onto the pool deck and have a 
dozen+ women turn and smile.  

•  
• What a great way to start the day.  
•  
• The J has been serving the Mercer Island community – as a community center – for over 55 

years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and 
ensure the J can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the 
next 55 years. 
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